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In This Issue: District Nurses Go Above and Beyond Usual Duties 
During COVID-19 Pandemic

For the complete district 
calendar, schedule of 
upcoming events and 

more district news, please 
visit www.wboro.org.

Calendar

Whitesboro High 
School Presents 

March 26-27

Visit wboro.org/
whiteandbluerevue 

to view the full 
performance!

 
“White and blue 

revue”
a virtual cabaret

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, with extended closures, remote and then hybrid learning, 
intensive preparations to reopen, ever-changing guidelines and protocols, and many unknowns, school 
nurses have been at the forefront of the District’s efforts to keep students and staff safe and healthy. 

During the summer, following the extended school closure that lasted from mid-March through the 
end of the 2019-2020 school year, District nurses were hard at work as part of the District’s reopening 
committee, as well as helping to develop protocols for students who have COVID-19 symptoms both in 
school and at home. They’ve been studying extensive guidelines from the New York State Department 
of Health, the New York State Education Department and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
then working to educate students, staff, parents and guardians on COVID-19 guidelines. These efforts 
are ongoing and continue to evolve as more information becomes available. 

The reopening of the District with hybrid learning in 
September brought on a whole new set of challenges for 
school nurses, such as maintaining lists of quarantined 
students, keeping attendance and calling parents/guardians 
to determine if absent students are experiencing COVID-19 
symptoms, contact tracing, enforcing new policies, testing 
students and staff before resuming hybrid learning, testing 
student athletes in order for high-risk sports to resume, and 
more. On top of COVID-related tasks, nurses also have to 
manage their usual duties, such as tending to students who 
are sick with other ailments, making sure students are in 
compliance with vaccines and physical exams, and helping 
students with chronic conditions. 

One change that might seem small, but has a big impact on 
both nurses and students, is that students who used to pop 
in and say “hi” to their school nurses, or get some extra “TLC,” 
no longer do so, or can only do so briefly as visits are kept 
to a minimum, according to Shelly Pasquarelli, head nurse. 
Providing mental health support and being on the lookout 
for any signs of abuse and neglect also became a challenge as 
students were learning from home. 

“We are very aware of the mental health impact that 
this pandemic has had on students, parents and staff,” 
Pasquarelli said.

As the pandemic continues along with the District’s efforts to keep each school building a safe place to 
learn, nurses will maintain an essential role in those efforts.

“We are fortunate that Whitesboro [CSD] has school nurses in every building as the need for us in 
the future will be even greater,” Pasquarelli said. 

to each of the nurses in the 
Whitesboro Central School 

District for all of your hard work! 

Chris Miller (Deerfield) 

Jill Bauernfeind (Hart’s Hill)

Shelly Pasquarelli (Marcy)

Wendy Karas (Westmoreland Road)

Kim Kraeger (Parkway)

Sharon Scharbach (Middle School)

Denise Bulak (High School)

Jill MacDonald (NP)

Bambi Rocco (Float Nurse)
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SUPERINTENDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents, Guardians and School Community Members:

I hope this issue of our newsletter finds you well with a renewed sense of optimism in light of the improving 
circumstances regarding COVID-19 in our region.  While much remains ahead, we all hope we have put the 
most difficult and challenging parts of it behind us.

One of the major initiatives we began last year is the development of our District’s Five-Year Plan. Our goal 
is to develop specific goals and objectives that will guide our actions and decision making. To that end, we 
have formed a committee that will be responsible for developing a plan to be recommended to our Board of 
Education. Originally, our plan was to complete this work and begin implementation this year.  Given the many 
challenges we all faced personally and professionally, we believed it would be in our best interest to postpone this very important work 
until we could give it the time and attention it deserves.  Our intent is to resume this process in the near future.  I look forward to updating 
you on our progress.
 
It's now that time of year we find ourselves deeply engaged in the financial planning for next 
year. Our building and departmental administrators have worked with their respective staffs to 
develop next year's financial plans.  Our students will most certainly need additional resources to 
overcome the impacts of the pandemic.  Their academic, social, emotional, and physical needs 
are and will continue to be our focus.  We mustn’t let the pandemic deter us from providing 
our students what they need to be successful.  Our school community has overwhelmingly 
supported us in recent years and we are hopeful that same trust and support for our District will 
continue well into the future.  

The budget development process includes opportunities for community input at the 
aforementioned meetings of the Board of Education. We welcome your input and appreciate 
the opportunity to engage with you regarding this fundamental function of our District. 

Thank you for all you do to support our school community. Together, we focus our efforts and 
energy in pursuit of our mission, “To inspire, cultivate, and empower all learners to maximize 
their potential.”

Sincerely,
Dr. Brian K. Bellair
Superintendent of Schools

Tuesday, March 2, 2021 – Preliminary Budget 
Presentation to Board of Education (Parkway 
Building) (Begins at 6 p.m.)

Tuesday, March 23, 2021 – Budget Workshop 
(Parkway Building)

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 – Budget Adoption by 
Board of Education (Parkway Building)

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 – Public Hearing on 
Budget (Parkway Building)

Tuesday, May 18, 2021 – Budget Vote and 
Board of Education Election 

All meetings will begin at 7 p.m., aside from 
March 2.

BUDGET DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE 

District Students, Staff Get Tested for COVID-19 Before Return to School
Prior to the Whitesboro Central School District’s return to hybrid learning on January 25, hundreds 
of students and staff were tested for COVID-19. The tests were conducted as part of New York 
State’s requirement that for schools located within designated Yellow Zones, 20% of students and 
staff must be tested in order to re-open. 

The first round of COVID-19 tests for staff were conducted on January 7, when the anticipated 
return date was scheduled for January 11. When the date of re-opening was rescheduled to 
January 25, testing was again conducted on January 21 for staff, and January 23 for students. Tests 
were available at all school buildings within the District.

Of the 472 individuals tested, a total of four tested positive. This resulted in a positivity rate of 0.8%, 
which was well below the regional positivity rate. One of those individuals was a student and 
three were staff members.

The District initially planned to continue testing students and staff until the 20% requirement was 
reached, but the local region is no longer a Yellow Zone, so the requirement no longer applies.

Thank you to all of the students and staff who voluntarily participated in COVID-19 testing, 
allowing the District to re-open and continue in-person learning once again.
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DISTRICT News

District Teachers and Staff Receive 
COVID-19 Vaccines
As the New York State Department of Health, the Oneida County Health 
Department, and other regional health departments and agencies are busy 
distributing COVID-19 vaccines, Whitesboro Central School District teachers and 
staff have been taking advantage of the opportunity to receive their vaccines and 
do their part to bring the COVID-19 pandemic to an end.

On December 21, New York State began its phased rollout of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
and Moderna vaccines. It began with Phase 1a, which included healthcare workers, 
EMS workers and other employees in the health field who have patient contact. 

Mrs. Meghan Dote, a 15:1 science teacher at the middle school, received the 
Moderna vaccine under Phase 1a due to her involvement in the Woods Valley Ski 
Patrol. She went to Rome Memorial Hospital to get the vaccine, which she said was 
well organized, efficient and a great experience.

“It felt like a beacon of hope, everyone was very cheerful and positive,” Mrs. Dote 
said.

Under Phase 1b, which began on January 11, teachers and other school staff 
became eligible to receive their COVID-19 vaccine, along with first responders, 
people over the age of 65, and more. Although vaccine appointments filled up 
quickly and continue to do so as new appointments become available, a number 
of District staff have been able to secure appointments.

Mr. Patrick Stark, a grade 8 social studies teacher at the middle school, traveled to Fox 
Care Center in Oneonta to receive the first dose of the Moderna vaccine on January 
12, and he returned on February 9 to receive the second dose. The vaccines are 
believed to be effective about two weeks after the second dose is received, and both 
Pfizer and Moderna have shown to be about 95% effective.

Even those who have already contracted COVID-19 are getting the vaccine. Miss 
Renee LaValley, a physical education teacher at the middle school, contracted 
COVID-19 back in November, along with her entire family.

“It was scary at first because I didn’t really feel any symptoms, but had to be tested 
because of an exposure,” Miss LaValley said. “I was surprised I came back positive.”

Miss LaValley said that she and her family – which includes essential workers such 
as a physician, a Social Security employee and a pharmacist, in addition to herself 
– had been working hard to social distance and help stop the spread of the virus. 
After contracting the virus, she waited for symptoms such as shortness of breath or 
fatigue to arrive, but luckily she remained symptom-free.

Miss LaValley decided to get the vaccine because her physician sister recommended 
it, and because she trusts the science behind the vaccine’s development. She also 
loves to travel and can’t wait to continue traveling when it’s safe to do so again.

As more New Yorkers, Americans and people across the world get vaccinated, 
we get one step closer to ending the COVID-19 pandemic and hopefully, in time, 
returning to a bit of normalcy. 

The state and county will continue to distribute vaccines as they receive more 
doses. To check whether you’re eligible to receive the vaccine or to schedule an 
appointment when they become available, visit covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov.

Several Whitesboro CSD 
Schools Recognized as 

‘Best of the Best’ by 
Observer-Dispatch

In the Observer-Dispatch’s annual 
Best of the Best Awards, three 
Whitesboro Central School 
District schools were recognized 
among the top local schools in 
the region, with two receiving 
the highest recognition.

Each year, the Observer-Dispatch hosts a Best of 
the Best contest where the local community has 
the opportunity to nominate and then vote for 
the best schools, businesses, restaurants and 
more throughout the Mohawk Valley. This year’s 
contest included 154 different categories.

In the Best Local Elementary School category, 
Deerfield Elementary School was named the 
winner. After nominations were sent in and 
counted, Hart’s Hill Elementary School and 
Marcy Elementary School were also among the 
five finalists being voted on in that category. In 
the Best Local High School category, Whitesboro 
High School was named the winner.

“We are proud of our partnership with the 
Whitesboro school community during these 
difficult times,” said Whitesboro High School 
Principal Mr. Kuhn. “Support for our students 
has been tremendous and our staff aspires to 
continuously improve all aspects of student life 
at Whitesboro High School.”

In the Best Local Middle School category, 
Whitesboro Middle School took third place. 
Parkway was also among the five finalists being 
voted on in that category. 

This year more than ever, with virtual learning, 
a new hybrid model of teaching, and ever-
changing protocols, the Whitesboro Central 
School District staff, students and administration 
all have a great deal to be proud of. 

Congratulations to the winning schools, and the 
Whitesboro Central School District as a whole! 
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HIGH SCHOOL News

High School Students, Staff Perform Songs Virtually Before Holiday Break
A recent tradition at the high school has gone virtual! 

For the past four years on the last day of classes before winter break, the Whitesboro High School Music Department has organized 
performances by high school music students over the announcements in between periods. The performances allowed various students 
and small ensembles to showcase their talent while spreading holiday cheer as their fellow classmates passed from class to class. This 
event has come to be anticipated among students and staff alike, and this year was no exception. However, with students attending 
classes virtually this year, this posed a unique challenge – one in which our students met and went well beyond. 

Select students were asked to record their performances ahead of time and then music staff were able to play the recordings over the PA 
system in between periods on December 22. The creativity demonstrated in the student recordings was phenomenal – several even went 
so far as to record themselves using multiple tracks to create entire songs. Others sought out their favorite holiday tunes and arranged 
them for their instruments. The Whitesboro High School Music Department is proud to showcase the talent and creativity its students 
have during a time in history that has made music making an interesting challenge. 

Featured students and their performances included: junior Mackenzie Blackburn playing "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" on the cello; 
senior Madison Butler singing and playing "Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas" on the ukulele; senior Isabella Cirasuolo singing "So This 
Is Christmas;” junior Carson Cook playing "Sleigh Ride/Jingle Bells" on the piano and alto saxophone, as well as singing and playing "Baby 
It's Cold Outside" on the piano; freshman Avery Davis playing "Last Christmas" on the alto saxophone; freshman Connor Hahn playing 
"Frosty the Snowman” on the trombone; sophomores Dominick and Josephine Jenne playing “Jingle Bell Rock” on the alto saxophone and 
trumpet; junior Aubree Smith singing "Silent Night;” and junior Alyssa Spina playing "Let It Snow" on the violin.

This year, some of the high school faculty were also featured. Many of our teachers and staff were once student musicians, and some 
continue their musical pursuits even today. Staff were encouraged to dust off their old instruments and try their chops at a holiday tune, 
and their performances were featured in between periods on December 21. It was an incredible turnout, and their performances were 
wonderful to hear. 

Featured staff and their performances included: science teacher Mr. John Bertrand and physical education teacher Mrs. Corinne Rothdiener 
singing and playing “The Little Drummer Boy” on percussion; French teacher Mrs. Rose Cidzik playing "Jolly Old Saint Nicholas" on the 
baritone; band teacher Miss Miranda Dornburgh playing “Jingle Bell Rock” on the alto saxophone; math teacher Mrs. Suzanne Fraser and 
her grandchildren singing "Rudolph, The Red-Nosed Reindeer;” English teacher Mr. Andrew Massoud playing “Silent Night” on the acoustic 
guitar; orchestra teacher Mrs. Millie Ruggio and chorus teacher Mrs. Sarah DePalma singing and playing "Feliz Navidad" on the violin; and 
science teacher Mr. Sean Ryan and chorus teacher Mrs. Sarah DePalma playing “I'll Be Home for Christmas" on the acoustic guitar and 
violin, as well as singing. 

Thank you to all of the students and staff who participated and provided entertainment!

High School Newspaper ‘Smoke Signal’ Goes Digital
During a year of unprecedented changes, the Whitesboro 
High School students who work hard to put together the 
school’s newspaper, Smoke Signal, adapted to those changes 
by going fully digital for the first time.

Publishing Smoke Signal digitally had been a goal for two 
years, according to Mrs. Coriale, an advisor of the newspaper. 

The first digital edition was created using Google Sites and 
was published the week before winter break. It includes 
sections for local news, sports, entertainment, holiday recipes 
and more. For an extra bit of fun, they even published a 
holiday word search!

To view the first digital edition of Smoke Signal, visit 
sites.google.com/wboro.org/smokesignal/First-
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MIDDLE SCHOOL News

Middle School Students Create COVID Car Kits, 
Provide Snacks for Local Healthcare Workers
Middle school students in National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) and Student Council are 
doing their part to make sure that local essential healthcare workers know how much 
they’re appreciated.

For their fall project, NJHS students decided to put together COVID Car Kits for employees 
at the Mohawk Valley Health System’s St. Luke’s Hospital Campus. Students took it upon 
themselves to collect donations for the kits, which included face masks, hand sanitizer, 
tissues, Clorox wipes, mints and gum. 

The goal in creating the COVID Car Kits was to provide local hospital employees with 
supplementary supplies that they could keep in their cars for when they need them the 
most. The kits also included "thank you" cards.

“The NJHS students want the essential workers to know that we support everything that 
they are doing to help keep our community, friends, and family safe and healthy,” said Mrs. 
Butka, an advisor for NJHS. “In return, we hope that they all remain safe and healthy as well.”

A total of 173 COVID Car Kits were assembled and delivered to MVHS’s Faxton Campus on 
December 18.

NJHS and Student Council also teamed up for a project they called Snacks for Healthcare Workers, where the students provided thank you 
cards and snacks to healthcare workers in Oneida County. 

Students were responsible for collecting snack donations, which included: bottled water, bottled juice, sports drinks, dried fruits, crackers, 
pretzels, chips, nuts, gluten-free bars, dairy-free bars, protein bars, cereal bars, snack bars, and any other individually pre-packaged snacks 
that people wanted to donate.

Snack donations were collected January 21-28, and a representative from Oneida County picked them up on January 29.

“We could not be prouder of NJHS students with the incredible turnout of COVID Car Kits and Snacks for Healthcare Workers,” said 
Miss O’Brien, an advisor for NJHS. “The generosity and thoughtfulness of our students serves as excellent inspiration for our Whitesboro 
community in these trying times.”

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the COVID Car Kits and Snacks for Healthcare Workers, and thank you to the thoughtful 
students who made these gifts to local healthcare workers possible!

Each year, when the calendar turns to November, we welcome the 
fallen autumn leaves, the smell of pumpkin spice and, of course, 
the month-long fundraising events known as Movember/Mo Your 
Own Way!

This year’s Movember/Mo Your Own Way fundraiser took place at 
the Middle School Campus throughout the month of November 
to bring awareness and raise funds in support of men's health with 
a special focus on prostate cancer, testicular cancer and suicide 
prevention. Many of the amazing staff members at both the Middle 
School and Parkway buildings helped raise a total of $940 while 
growing their mustaches/facial hair!

However, the event wasn't limited to only those who could grow 

facial hair. Mo Your Own Way also encouraged staff members to 
get out and take part in activities to support their own health, 
including walking, running, hiking and playing outside with family.

We would like to thank everyone who donated and contributed 
to the Movember/Mo Your Own Way fundraising efforts and those 
that participating along the way, including: Dawn Bacon, Caitlyn 
Clark, John Egresits, Derek Farley, Bridget Kuhn, Renee LaValley, 
Luke Manolescu, Ryan McQueen, Ryan Murling, Patrick Reader, Eric 
Rothdiener, Lisa Shaffer, Gary Tinkler and Jennifer Young.

This was a fun and philanthropic event for all, and everyone’s 
support of men’s health was greatly appreciated!

Movember/Mo Your Own Way
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL News

Marcyopolis: A Lesson in Government
Fourth grade students at Marcy Elementary School had the 
opportunity to learn about government from someone with 
firsthand experience in Washington, D.C. when their Civics and 
Government Unit culminated with a virtual Zoom visit from 
Congressman Anthony Brindisi. 

Congressman Brinidisi took time just before he was set to speak on 
the House of Representatives floor to tell students about his career 
path and his role as a congressman. Students also shared the laws 
they created as part of the unit with the Congressman. 

That section of the unit included the students running for positions 
on the “Marcyopolis” Town Board and drafting proposed legislation. 
The Town Board met virtually and the classes voted on the laws, 
which included the Ride Your Bike Law to help with air pollution, 
the Quiet Work Time Law to allow for 30 minutes of silent work 
time, and the Extra Math Fact Practice Time Law. 

Students were able to put their legislation to work in a mock trial 
where the students assumed roles in the judiciary. The unit was 
designed, with the help of Attorney Nate Getman, to give students 
background knowledge about the three branches of government 
and to gain practical experience with that knowledge. To enhance 
their understanding, representatives from all three branches 
of government spoke to the classes, including Oneida County 
Sheriff Rob Maciol, New York State Senator Joseph Griffo, New 
York State Assemblywoman Marianne Buttenschon, and Attorney 
Nate Getman. The students learned about each of the speakers’ 
positions, their work with the other branches of government, and 
how their work has been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thank you to all of the speakers for their time and expertise!

When asked about the Civics and Government Unit, Nina Arcuri, 
a fourth grader in Miss Sutliff’s class, said, “I liked the mock trial 
the most because I was the prosecutor and I got to have a lot of 
lines. Something I learned that I didn’t know before was that the 
prosecutor is called the people and also how the town board 
works.” 

It was a unit that the students will never forget!  

Deerfield Students Fill Holiday Cheer Bags for Deerfield Students Fill Holiday Cheer Bags for 
Presbyterian Home ResidentsPresbyterian Home Residents

Students at Deerfield Elementary were busy spreading a little extra holiday cheer to the residents 
of the Presbyterian Home during an especially difficult year.

During the holiday season, a total of 30 bags were assembled by students from Ms. Bishop’s, Ms. 
Cifonelli’s, Mrs. Humphreys’ and Mr. Nitti’s classes. Each holiday cheer bag contained a homemade 
Christmas ornament and card, a blanket, a pair of fuzzy socks, a holiday mask, lotion, candy and 
other special goodies.

Putting together the holiday cheer bags for Presbyterian Home residents allowed students to 
experience the true meaning of the holiday season through the act of giving to those in need. The 
Whitesboro Central School District is so proud of these students and the kindness they 
show each and every day.

Thank you to the Deerfield PTA for helping fund this project and for always supporting 
the school’s initiatives!
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The Whitesboro Central School District Board of Education 
meets at 7:00 p.m., unless noted otherwise. Meetings are 
held at the Administration Building at 65 Oriskany Blvd. in 
Whitesboro, or at one of the school buildings in the District. 
Please see meeting schedule below or visit www.wboro.
org/boemeeting for the complete meeting schedule.

Fifth Grade Music Students Present ‘Living Room Concerts’
Throughout the month of December, fifth grade music students at several elementary schools presented “living room concerts,” or “at 
home concerts,” to their families. 

This was the capstone of a months-long project to create a performance from scratch, in which students: scheduled a date, time and 
location with their parents or guardians; selected music appropriate for performance; created invitations to share necessary information; 
created concert programs; practiced their musical selections; addressed their audience; and completed a musical performance

Many students went above and beyond, creating elaborate and artistic invitations, performing duets with family members, and hosting 
video calls to share their music. 

“This is adapted from an idea I picked up at NYSSMA conference a few years ago,” 
said Mr. Greg Clark, a band teacher at Hart’s Hill, Marcy and Westmoreland Road 
Elementary Schools. “The idea was presented as a way to give students more 
ownership, and to share their music in the community. We were able to adapt for 
our circumstances and it turned out better than I could have imagined. Several 
families shared that this might become an annual tradition for them, which is so 
meaningful. I am proud of these students for their work and dedication.”

“Thank you for this opportunity. It was a very fun thing to do. I loved it! It was so 
fun!” said Remy G. 

“We felt prepared,” said Christopher L, who also performed with his sister. “We were 
both practicing and we were confident that we were going to do this well.”

“I loved this living room concert and I would absolutely do it again!” said Olivia M. 

“After the concert I kept on playing songs, I was just so happy for myself. I’m still 
playing songs!” said Caitlin W. “I really love flute right now. Before, I doubted myself 
for everything, but now it’s just like, ‘I can do it.’”


